ATHENS RADIO CLUB 


ANNUAL REPORT & 
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 


2021 Officers 


2021 President Jess Hickey - N4JAH 


Jess Hickey, N4JEH - President 

Howell McKinnon, KM4ZXR - Vice-President 

Rick Waters, WAGERS - Past President 

Nola Geeter KG4OVO - Treasurer 

Bob Herrin, KE4JLL - Treasurer, Public Service 

James Reeves, KF4AQO - VEC, Repeater Trustee, Net Manager and 
SKYWARN Coordinator 

e Ed Rollor, N4ZRA - ARES 

e Kathleen McCook, KN4IJM - Secretary 


Athens Radio Club Website: https://athensradioclub.squarespace.com/ 


Athens Radio Club Discussion Group: 
https://athensradioclub.groups.io/g/main 


Athens Radio Club Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/athensradioclub/ 


Athens Radio Club-You Tube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVKDeéIMYWeDoJYFLhjnilA 


Athens Radio Cub Twitter: https://twitter.com/athensradioclub 


2021 was a Banner year for the 
Athens Radio Club 


In 2021 the Athens Radio Club held 3 major events for the public, moved 
the repeater to a new higher location, participated in many public service 
events including University of Georgia football games, held meetings live 

and online (due to COVID), launched an exciting POTA (Parks on the Air) 

initiative and ended the year with a solvent treasury of $16,000+. In 2021 

the Club met at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 706 Whitehead 
Rd, Athens, Georgia 30606 as well as online via ZOOM 


Screenshot of Zoom Club Meeting 


Donations of Money and Time 


Club members expressed appreciation to President Jess Hickey, N4JEH, 
for coordinating the auction and sale of equipment donated 
by Dr. Keith T. Poole, K7MOA, which has greatly increased the 
Club treasury so we can support our repeater and other radio-related projects. 


Keith T. Poole, K7MOA is Philip H. Alston Jr. 
Distinguished Professor, Department of 
Political Science, University of Georgia. Keith 
T. Poole Wikipedia entry: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keith_T._Poo 
e 


Georgia Bushcraft donated to the Club in recognition of Club 
participation at the Spring Gathering (Jess Hickey, N4JEH) 
and Fall Gathering (Claude Ray, AC4SH). 

Here is the Georgia Bushcraft Website: 
https://www.georgiabushcraft.com/pages/gathering 


All the projects and initiatives of Athens 
Radio Club are carried out because of 
generous contributions of time and 
resources by club members that bring 
people, electronics and communication 
together. 


The National Association for Amateur Radio is 
the American Radio Relay League (AARL) and 
its website is http://www.arrl.org/what-is- 
ham-radio/ 


Many Club members belong to AARL. 
Membership is not a requirement to join the 
Athens Radio Club. 


Public Service 


Bob Herrin, KE4JLL is coordinator of Public Service. One of the 
hallmarks of the Athens Radio Club is public service. 


The Club provides communications support to first aid services at 
the University of Georgia’s home football games. While the 
volunteers may get to watch some of the game, it’s providing 
communications that’s mission critical to protecting the tens of 
thousands of attendees, of whom some experience emergencies. 


There are also numerous opportunities to support the many run and 
bike races held in the Athens area. With so many organizations 
associated withthe University of Georgia as well as other groups, 
there tends to be one, and sometimes more than one, every 
weekend. Watching for runners that may experience physical 
problems is crucial to the welfare of the runners 
and it assists race organizers to keep abreast of the event's status. 


Reminders are sent out prior to the events listed via the Club's 
Discussion list. Feel free to invite other hams who may not have 
participated in public service events, and particularly new hams. We 
want to give them something fun and interesting to do 
with their new licenses. 


Public Service Events of 2021 


University of Georgia Football Games at Sanford Stadium 
e G-Day April 17, 2021 

e UAG September 11, 2021 

e South Carolina, September 28, 2021 

e Arkansas October 2, 2021 

e Kentucky, October 16, 2021 

e Missouri, November 6 2021 

e Charleston Southern, November 20, 2021 


University of Georgia Graduations 


Jackson County Brevet. June 19, 2021 
Thanks to: 

e Sam KN4SPF 

e BillN4WHM 

¢ David KO4CRU 

e Claude AC4SH 

e Jon W4ALQ 

e Bob KE4JLL 

e Erwin W4GEEG, who was mobile net control. 


4Oth Annual Coach Mike Run 
e August 7, 2021 
e YMCA Hawthorne Ave. Athens, GA. 


Events 


Winter Field Day 2021 


Athens Radio Club held Winter Field Day at Watson Mill Bridge 
State Park. In Comer, GA. Call for Winter Field Day 2021 was W4E. 
Winter Field Day was 24 hours January 30th and 3ist, 2021 from 
1900 UTC (2pm EST) Saturday to 1900 UTC (2pm EST) Sunday. 
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Field Day June 2021 


Over 50 people participated in the 2021 Athens Radio Club Field 
Day held at 2 P.M. June 26, 2021-2 P.M. June 27, 2021 at the YMCA 
Hawthorne Ave. Athens, GA. Call sign was W4G. 


ili 


2021 Field Day Coordinator - Claude Ray AC4SH 
2021 Field Day Publicity - Kathleen McCook KN4IJM 
2021 Field Day Set up Team: 

Tom Broom, K4THB 

Jim Hawkins, KF4RX 

Bob Herrin, KE4JLL, Public Service 

Max, KOGEEX 

Colin Ramirez, KM40Z 

James Reeves, KF4AQO, VEC, Repeater Trustee, Net Manager and 
SKYWARN coordinator 

e Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, Clarke County ARES, 

e Sam Strang, KN4SPF 

e Jeffrey Vernon, KO4KBQ 


Athens Radio Club reported 207 SSB and 11 CW QSO's along with 
bonus points the W4G Field Day claimed score was 458 for QSO 
points and 1440 bonus points. 
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Claude Ray, AC4SH, 2021 
Field Day Coordinator 


Here is the press release for 2021 Field Day: 

Press Release 

Athens Ham Radio Operators on the Air for Nationwide Event June 26 - 27. 
Athens YMCA-915 Hawthorne Ave, Athens, GA 30606 

Operating under the callsign W4G. 


Ham radio operators from the Athens Radio Club will participate in the national 
amateur radio exercise from 2pm Saturday until 20m on Sunday, June 26 - 27. The 
event is ARRL Field Day (www. arrl.org/FieldDay), an annual amateur radio activity 
organized since 1933 by ARRL, the national association for amateur radio in 

the United States. 


Hams from across North America participate in Field Day by establishing 
temporary ham radio stations in public locations— like the Athens YMCA-- to 
demonstrate their skill and service. Their use of radio signals, which reach beyond 
borders, brings people together while providing essential communication in the 
service of communities. Field Day highlights ham radio’s ability to work reliably 
under any conditions from almost any location and create an independent, 
wireless communications network. 


The 2021 event is also noteworthy given that a particularly active hurricane season 
is predicted. “Hams have along history of serving our communities when storms 
or other disasters damage critical communication infrastructure, including cell 
towers,” said Jess Hickey, Club President, N4JAH. “Ham radio functions 
completely independently of the internet and phone systems and a station can be 
set up almost anywhere in minutes. Hams can quickly raise a wire 

antenna in a tree or on a mast, connect it to a radio and power source, and 
communicate effectively with others,” Hickey added. 


Among the tenets of the Amateur Radio Service is developing and 
practicing skills in radio technology and radio communications, and 
even contributing to international goodwill. 


For more information about ARRL Field Day and ham radio, visit the 
website of the Athens Radio Club http://www.athensradioclub.org 
and visit the national site www.arrl.org/what-is-ham-radio. 


Athens Radio Club reported 207 SSB and 11 CW QSO's along with bonus 
points the W4G Field Day claimed score was 458 for QSO points and 1440 
bonus points. 


POTA-Wicked for Halloween - October 31, 2021 


Claude Ray AC4GSH, coordinated this POTA event held at Hard Labor Creek 
State Park on 10/31/2021. President Jess Hickey, N4JAH designed QSL 
cards. 
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POTA 


Jess Hickey, N4JAH, inspired and encouraged Athens Radio Club Members to get 
involved in POTA. There is an album about member activations at the club 
ioGroups site: https://athensradioclub.groups.io/g/main/photos 


Claude Ray, AC4SH activated POTA park K-0846 the Martin Luther King Jr. 
National Historic Site in Atlanta, GA. on January 18, 2021 making 93 contacts and 7 
park-to-part contact. Map below. 
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REPEATER 


Vaughn Road location 


; = 145.330 negative offset, 123.0 TSQL. The new 


440 Vaughn Rd, Clarke County 


Club volunteers took down 
equipment at the former site on the 
roof of St. Mary’s Hospital. 


Photo of Repeater trustee (top of 
ladder), James Reeves, KF4AQO, and 
Club volunteers. 


; antenna was installed. The bridgecom repeater 
@ from St. Mary’s hospital (the old 146.745 


machine) was reprogrammed for 145.330. The 
repeater will be analog only for the short term. 
Once it is up and fully functional, we will bring 
looking into making out a multimode 
digital/analog machine. Next step is to get 
everything from St Mary's. JAH to reprogram the 
repeater and get duplexer tuned. 


Antenna Structure Registration 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/AsrSearch/asr 
Registration.jsp? 

regKey=2600324 


VE Testing 


VE Testing - James Reeves, KF4AQO, VEC 


Examiners in 2021 and our new Testing Banner. 


Tom Broom - K4THB 
Stan Edwards - WA4DYD 
Jim Hawkins-KF4RX 

Bob Herrin - KE4JLL 

Jess Hicky - N4JAH 

Bill McGee-N4WHM 
Claude Ray - AC4SH 

Ed Rollor - N4ZRA 

Janna Tolbert - KJ4ESB 
Bill McGee - N4AaWHM 
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VE exams - 43 (including 6 at Bushcraft and 5 students from Ed's ham 
cram). James Reeves, KF4AQO, VEC. 


ae 


Taking the test. 


James L. Reeves, KF4AQO 

AEC Athens/Clarke Co. (VEC, Repeater Trustee, Net Manager & SkyWarn) 
Athens Club 2-meter repeater 145.330 PL 123.0 & 46.745 PL 123.0 

HF Ga ARES Freq. 3.975 

GMRS - WREM441 


Speakers at 
Club Meetings 


Speakers organized by 
Howell McKinnon, 
KM4XR, Club Vice 
President 


February 2021 
"Georgia Death Race Radio Communications Support." 
Speaker: Jim Millsap (K9APD), Cherokee ARES Emergency Coordinator, 


COML, COMT, AUXCOMM, CMCP. He is also the Technical Division 
Chief- Fulton County Emergency Services. 
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March 2021 


Speaker: J.W. Thaxton, Division Chief of Operations, Athens-Clarke County Fire & 
Emergency Services 


"Athens Radio Club and ARES Members Support of Athens-Clarke County 
Emergency Management Agency." 


April 6, 2021 


Joseph Eisenberg, KONEB, Kit Building Editor for CQ Magazine 


= 


Kit Building Techniques 
For Success 


Joe Eisenberg, KONEB 
Kit Building Editor, CQ Magazine 


Website: https://www.qcwa.org/kOneb-26879.htm 


May 4, 2021 


"A look back at the Sanford Stadium special event station” 


Bob Herrin KE4JLL 
KFUGA 
30 years of Support for UGA Football 


illips - K4PIC Bob Herrin - KE4JLL, 
i t document! (Larry Phillips , 
ae iin Ed Rollor - N4ZRA) 


Image from the 2009 Special event which was shown as part of the Program on 
May 4, 2021. 


(Power Point is on Athens Radio Club website on menu at left: “UGA 
Special event Station”) 


June 1, 2021 


June 1, 2021 

John A. Davis WB4QDX 

Mobile Communications Supervisor 
Gwinnett County Government, 
Information Technology Services 
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August 3, 2021 

August 3, 3031 

Joe KIGASK and Mary Catherine 
KIGHHI- Domaleski 


Portable Ham Radio - An 
Introduction to Operating 
Amateur Radio Outside 


September 7, 2021 
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Program was a tour of the ACC Emergency Communications Van, 
Coordinated by Howell McKinnon, KM4ZXR. 


(Image is of an earlier tour of the ECV by Club Members) 
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October 5, 2021 
John Davis, WB4QDX, Georgia AUXCOMM Manager 


AUXCOMNM is an abbreviation for “auxiliary communications.” It was 
developed by OEC in 2009. The concept was to educate amateur radio 
entities to work and train with public safety personnel, understand the 
value of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) Incident 
Command System (ICS) concept and the role of the communications unit 
leader (COML). In May 2019, the AUXCOMM position was officially 
recognized as part of the Incident Command System (ICS) under the 
Communications Unit as AUX-C. 

In Georgia, the AUX-C position is recognized by GEMA to support auxiliary 
communications at the State Operations Center (SOC) and for official 
deployments requiring auxiliary communications. Georgia AUXCOMM has 
been formed to provide GEMA with trained communicators and provide 
information, ongoing training, and support for AUXCOMM operators in the 
state. Georgia AUXCOMM is a separate organization from GEMA but will 
receive direction from GEMA and provide communications support. 
https://gaauxcomm.org/ 


16 


November 2, 2021 - Go Box Expo 
Tyler Darby KO4IRP 
e UGA Radio Cub Call Sign is KO4MIL 


ARES - Ed Rollor N4ZRA Clarke County Amateur Radio Emergency Service 


Clarke County ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) is a group of licensed ham radio 
operators who have volunteered to provide emergency and disaster communications 
support to our community. Members develop and maintain emergency communications 
skills via ongoing training and regular participation in drills and exercises. Local 
Emergency Coordinator is Ed Rollor, N4ZRA. 


Clarke County ARES is affiliated with Georgia ARES: https://www.gaares.org/ under the 
auspices of ARRL ARES: http://arrl.org/ares 


Membership brochures were redesigned by Rick Waters, WAGERS, Past 
President. These were distributed at Field Day 2021 and at club meetings. 


Website redesign, addition of electronic donation buttons and move to 
Squarespace by Rick Waters, WAGERS, Past President. 


https://athensradioclub.squarespace.com/ 


Athens Radio Club Promo on You Tube produced by Past President, Rick 
Waters, WAGERS 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVKDeéIMYWeDcoJYFLhjnilA 


Club History and 
Memories 


A few highlights from Athens Radio Club History 


Thank you to Janna Tolbert, KG4ESB, secretary for many years for help with highlights! 


According to the club records as best-- as | can tell-- the two longest serving and still 
active members are Bob Herrin, KE4JLL and Ed Rollor, N4ZRA. No one can say for sure 
who was a member first...not even these two. 


Bob Herrin, KE4JLL, is a past president 


Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, is a past president 


Athens Radio Club Presidents 


January 2020 - Present 
e Jesse Hickey, N4JAH 


January 2018 - December 2019 
e Rick Waters, W4ERS 


January 2016 - December 2017 
e James Reeves, KF4AQO 


January 2014 - December 2015 
e Stan Edwards - WA4DYD 


January 2013 - December 2013 
e Erwin Greene, W4EEG 


These two are also past presidents but their presidency 
years have not been confirmed: 

¢ Bob Herrin - KE4JLL 

e Ed Rollor - N4ZRA 
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The Old Highway Patrol Building 


For many years the Athens Radio Club met at the old highway patrol building 
behind the former Extension Service office on West Broad Street. Bruce Johnson, 
KX4AZ, reports from a 2000 newsletter that is on the Way Back Machine 
(http://web.archive.org/web/20010202032100/http://athensradioclub.org/) 


“The club is headquartered in a building provided by the Athens-Clarke 
County government immediately behind the Cooperative Extension Service 
at 2152 Atlanta Highway. The building provides meeting space as well as 
space for housing the club's radio equipment. The most important item 
located here is the club's amateur radio repeater. This repeater is local in 
scope (50 mile range) and is used for a variety of emergency 
communications. It is also linked to the local telephone system, thereby 
enabling amateurs to contact emergency services to report accidents, 
stranded motorists and criminal activity at the touch of a button. Club 
members also use the repeater to assist the National Weather Service in 
spotting incoming severe weather. Other equipment housed at this location 
is capable of state, national or world-wide communications. Complete HF 
and satellite stations are available at the club shack for club members' use." 
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From Janna Tolbert, KG4ESB - 

“We once had a permanent club house in the old highway patrol building behind the 
former Extension Service office on West Broad Street. (West Broad just before you 
get to Longhorn steak house). There we had two radio towers—one held our two 
meter repeater antenna (with a phone patch if anyone remembers what that was)and 
another that supported our HF beam antenna. In the club shack, was the club’s HF 
transceiver which was always available for use by any member. The shack also housed 
the 2M repeater.” | remember going there for club meetings as a UGA student circa 
1980. | was always impressed that the club had a station set up there at the 
clubhouse. 


From Lewis Patterson, WD4GTY- 

"| distinctly remember one meeting when a state trooper from the Gainesville post 
who had a two meter rig in his patrol car came and did a demonstration on how speed 
detection radar worked. Allin attendance, about twenty or so, walked out to the road 

and watched the live demonstration. | Know motorists were wondering what a 
trooper using radar with a gaggle of folks standing around was all about." 


From Lee Becham, KD4NTS - 
as a student in 1992, | joined the Athens radio club and we met in the aforementioned 
shack on Atlanta Highway. If | am not mistaken, | think we peaked with a membership 
of around 80 in that building! Standing room only. 

We had a few students: me, Trent Henderson, Doug Woodruff, and a few more, and it 
was during this time that the ARC modified its constitution/bylaws to have staggered 
term limits to allow for those students to be on the panel for a couple of years. 
| did use the autopatch a couple of times to report accidents to the police ("star up, 
pound down!"). Bob Herrin got his license and joined a couple of years after | did. 
There were (and still are) a lot of great 'legends' in my memory banks from that club. 
We also had field day at the airport. | would arrive late in the evenings and work until | 
couldn't anymore. Pat Scott and some other really young kid were our CW experts 
and stayed in the ‘Burro’ all night. making contacts. | wish | had pictures, but cameras 
required film back then. :) 


Nola Geeter, KG4O0VO long time treasurer, remembered: “I moved back to Athens and 
married James Geeter, KG4CWA in 2001.1! probably attended my first meeting in June 
of 2001.1 recall working a radio at field day at the airport for hours, and James leaving 
around 11pm to go home. | stayed up a little longer. That's the first time | met Claude 
Ray, AC4SH. | was essentially making contacts with his supervision. We were at the 
airport where field day was typically held by the ARC in those days.... | am recalling 
some silent keys from those days N4ALE, N4JJM last year and N4VHA this year. (The 
repeater was on College Station Road behind a house owned by N4&VHA on a larger 
tower than the Rohn 35 - | believe - standard one sees in the yards of hams. | actually 
climbed that tower shortly after it was erected. Many club members assisted in 
putting the tower into place.) 


Below is very detailed report from 2002 with some still active today! Radio 
Shack was a recruiting site. Robert Scales, KE4OGD, was president; Phil 
Koehler, AF4TQ, and Bob Herrin, KE4JLL were Public Information Officers, 
Ed Rollor, N4ZRA. was Emergency Preparedness Officer Chairman. 


Form FSD-7 
Application for Renewal as an ARRL Special Service Club 
Renewal Information ctivity Report for 2002 
Club Name: Athens Radio Club 
New Ham Development and Training 
Purpose: Develop an effective, coordinated program of public relations, recruiting, training 
and ongoing assistance targeted to prospective and newly licensed hams in your 
community. 
Action: 

1. The ARC has not offered training classes since 1999, due to focus in other areas. However, 
Ed Fuqua, N4VHA, and Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, have spent some time putting together materials to 
present a one-day, free, no code Technician Class training session. N4&ZRA is in the process 
of converting the material to a PowerPoint Presentation. 


2. Flyers describing the focus of the ARC have been placed in the local Radio Shack stores. 


3. The ARC held an Open House at the club shack in October 2001 which it resulted in two 
new members and exposed others to amateur radio. 


4. Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, assisted 6 local home schoolers in the 2001 ARRL School Round-Up. 


5. Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, will assist the University of Georgia in the ARRL School Round-Up on 
February 13th at the College of Pharmacy. This is an effort to expose students to Amateur 
Radio and emergency communications. The students taking part in this competition are 

enrolled in a course at the University of Georgia, entitled Training Health Care Professionals 
for Weapons of Mass Destruction Events. (See Public Relations #4) 


6. The ARC continues to offer VE Sessions every even month at the ARC Shack. The sessions 
have received candidates from local and surrounding area Amateurs wishing to upgrade as 
well as many North East Georgia newcomers ready to take their tests. The VE testing 
sessions are well received as an asset and a service to our Amateur community by those in 
attendance. 


Technical Advancement 
Purpose: Continuing education in the technical aspects of Amateur Radio to ensure that your 
club members are technically competent, familiar and comfortable with modern radio- 
electronics technology; Technical Specialist appointment. 
Action: 
1. The ARC Technical Specialist is Ed Rollor, N4ZRA. Ed is working with the Vice President Peter 
Bertot, KC4UL, to schedule programs in electrical safety, digital modes, and radio repair. 


2. ARC programs to promote solid technical education have been presented in the last 2-years 
on building and operating QRP rigs by Scott Sikes, KD4MS, and a program by Robert Scales, 
KE4OGD, on antennas. 


3. Mike Ellerson, KS4JU, gave a presentation on PSK31. 


Operating Activities 


Purpose: Active participation as a club in one or more major operating or operating support 
activities to ensure that your club maintains a high level of operating skill. 
Action: 
1. The ARC provides communications for: 
A. The race officials at the Colbert 4th of July 5K foot race. 
B. The American Red Cross First Aid at the University of Georgia Football Games. 
C. The race officials at the Oconee County Scarecrow Race. 
D. The race officials at Red Cross foot race events. 
E. The March of Dimes event every year. 
F. And others as the occasion arises. 


2. The ARC has worked hard at promoting ARRL Field Day. We have operated CW, Phone, and 
Novice stations for the last 2 years. Over 25 people participated and/or visited us during our 
operations at the Athens Airport in the last two years. 


3. The ARC was active in local 2-meter ‘SkyWarn’ nets. Our club had ten members in 
attendance with another 10-15 area Amateurs in attendance during the ‘SkyWarn’ training in 
2001. Local coordination between those in attendance was very high. 


Public Relations. 

Purpose: Establish an effective Amateur Radio presence in your community, including contact 
with local media and coverage of your activities; Public Information Officer appointment. 
Action: 

1. Phil Koehler, AF4TQ, the ARC Public Information Officer, and Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, submitted an 
article to the local newspapers concerning ARRL Field Day. The Athens Banner Herald 
published the article. 


2. During the last two Field Day exercises, many new to Amateur Radio have visited after being 
invited by ARC members. Most notably Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, has brought his Third to Fifth Grade 
Sunday School Class to visit and they have spent time in competition with our group for the 
last two years. 


3. Bob Herrin, KE4JLL, the ARC Public Information Officer, submitted an article in the local 
Athens paper regarding the Athens Radio Club’s first open house. This open house was 
designed to make the public more aware of amateur radio. It attracted 10 visitors and resulted 
in 2 new members. Many of the less active and past members came to visit and reacquaint 
themselves with the many new members of the club. 


4. Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, will be presenting lectures at the University of Georgia for a class entitled 
Training Health Care Professionals for Weapons of Mass Destruction Event. Ed will be 
presenting lectures on the importance of Amateur Radio, how to effectively use Radiograms, 
and risk and emergency communication skills. 


Emergency Communications 
Purpose: Club members should become skilled in communicating effectively during 
communications emergencies and be prepared to assist when needed; Official Emergency 
Station appointment and participation in ARES. Action: 


1. President, Robert Scales, KE4OGD, has formed an Emergency Preparedness Committee and 
assigned Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, as Chairman. The goal of this Committee is to ensure that all ARC 
members will have appropriate orientation and training for optimal home station and in-field 

station performance. This committee will provide ARC members with training and educational 

programs to help each develop their skills as effective Amateur Radio Operators. The 
Committee will focus on education, skills, communication relationships between emergency 
responders, and using SETs to determine weaknesses and strengths. An assessment of the 
effectiveness of the Disaster Preparedness Committee will be conducted on a bi-annual basis 
by the Executive Committee to verify competency and future needs. Individual and club 
progress will be tracked by records obtained during SETs. 


2. The ARC holds its weekly ARES Net every Sunday evening at 8:30 p.m. Ed Rollor, N4&ZRA, 
presents emergency training programs for the Athens ARES 2-meter net on the first Sunday of 


each month. He is currently presenting materials on Radiograms. 


3. The ARC takes part in the yearly East Georgia Chapter of the American Red Cross drills and 
seminars. 


4. The ARC holds 2 Simulated Emergency Tests a year. 


Emergency Communications Continued 


5. ARC member, Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, presents materials on Risk and Emergency 
Communications in the ARC Newsletter (The Emitter) and at club meetings. Last year he 
presented a talk entitled The Application of the Science of Risk Communications to Amateur 
Radio and Specifically the Amateur Radio Emergency Service at a ARC meeting. 


6. Ed Fuqua, N4VHA, the Athens ARES Emergency Coordinator gave a presentation on the ARES 
and the annual Simulated Emergency Test. 


7. Scott Sikes, KD4MSR, lead two camping and QRP excursions to Hawk Mountain in North 
Georgia for the opportunity to operate under field conditions for preparation for emergency 
communications. 


8. President, Robert Scales, KE4OGD, has donated a trailer to the ARC to be converted into a 
mobile emergency communications station. 


Miscellaneous Activities 
Purpose: Every active club has its special interests and activities that make it unique, that give 
it special personality. List three of these activities. See the ARRL Special Service Club Manual 
for ideas. 


Action: 
1. The ARC has a Saturday morning breakfast every week to meet and discuss our personal 
interests in Amateur Radio and other endeavors. 


2. The ARC has the opportunity to work with other amateur operators and amateur radio clubs 
at the University of Georgia football games in assisting the American Red Cross. 


3. The ARC has an Annual Summer Picnic and Fox Hunt at Sandy Creek Park every year. 


ATHENS RADIO CLUB 
As an ARRL Special Service Club, we have met our agreement to develop our skills in the 

specified areas during the past year in accordance with the guidelines in the Special Service 

Club Manual. With this application we apply for renewal as an ARRL Special Service Club for 
the year to come. We have worked closely with our Affiliated Club Coordinator throughout the 
year. Recently we have discussed our successes and problems during the past year, reviewed 
our current strengths and weaknesses and agreed on an acceptable program for the coming 

year. 
President: Robert Scales 
Call Sign: KE4OGD 
2nd Club Officer: Peter Bertot 
Call Sign: KC4UL 
Office Held: Vice President 


The Emitter, an online newsletter was published by the Athens Radio Club in 1998. 
Some copies are in our files. 


Older Memories 


Mike Ellerson, KS4JU, did an Athens Radio Club website that is described 


in a 1998 issue of the Emitter as “exceptional job providing an attractive 
and informative site. You'll find an exhaustive list of Athens/Clarke County 
frequencies, links to other sites, Skywarn and hurricane info, and 
excellent reviews of several ham radio products.” It was hosted at QSL.net 
https://www.qsl.net/404.html 


A few highlights: 
e The President’s QSO Ken Schroder, N4NFI 


e 1998- "The President’s Pen" by Ken Schroder, N4NFI, President 


In spite of the blazing heat, the Athens Radio Club put together another 

great Field Day operation at the Athens-Clarke Co. Airport on June 27 and 

28, 1998. This year we operated 1A which greatly simplified set up and tear down 
while still providing everyone a chance to operate either phone or cw. Using the 
club's excellent Drake TR-7 transceiver, we had a combined cw/phone total of 336 
contacts. When combined with the various bonus points we earned, this will result 
in a good score in the 1A category. Ed, N4&ZRA, brought a church van full of Sunday 
School kids out to see us. 


Family Day Picnic/Foxhunt, Saturday, August 22,1998 starting at 2PM at shady 
Picnic Shelter #1 in Sandy Creek Park. 


Bob Herrin, KE4JLL wrote a column called Scanner Corner. 


September 1988 - Michael Covington, N4TMI, spoke at the September meeting on 
the subject: Computer Understanding of Human Languages. The new repeater 
controller has arrived. Installation soon. Once again, the ARC will be 

assisting the Red Cross at Georgia home games. 


Paul Smith, N4CUA, reports we once met at the fire department on Jefferson 
Road Fire Station #8 on Jefferson Road. 


And Bruce Johnson, KX4AZ found this: 

Mr. W. B. Pope, Athens, Georgia, writes: "| use a Packard one-quarter kilowatt 
transmitting set (transformer), balance of set 'of my own construction. | am in 
constant: communication with Macon, Georgia." (found in QST March, 1916. - 
https://worldradiohistory.com/QST.htm ) 
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2000 Club Officers 


James Geeter, KG4CWA President 
Robert Scales, KE4OGD Vice President 
Debbie Crowell, KD4JPE Secretary 
Jack Shrum, K4AHN Treasurer 
Bob Richards, AA4AI Repeater Trustee 
Bob Herrin, KE4JLL Public Service Coordinator 
Steve Schwab, KT4Q Field Day Coordinator 
Melanie Rollor, KG4DRY Emitter Editor 


The club was very active in 2000 and activities included: 


Community Wide Amateur License Training and Examinations! 

Athens Air Show! 

Statewide Tornado Drill! 

Skywarn Severe Weather Spotter Network! 

Assistance to Local Law Enforcement in Locating Interference! 

Message Handling for Natural Disasters, Message Handling for Armed Forces 
Personnel! 

Message Handling for Routine Messages! 

Calls for Motorist Assistance and Other Pertinent Situations to Law Enforcement 
Agencies! 

Cooperation with Athens-Clarke County Emergency Management and Area 
Hospitals in Emergencies! 

Damage Assessment for the American Red Cross! 

Walk for Home 5H! 

Leukemia 5K! 

Walk America (March of Dimes)! 

Oconee County Brave Run! 

Skywarn Training! 

ARRL Field Day (Emergency Preparedness Exercise) at Athens Airport, June 24-25, 
2000! 

Athens to Atlanta Road Skate Communications! 

Athens YMCA Road Race Communications! 

Red Cross Sleigh Bell Run Communications! 

Oconee County Fall Festival Scarecrow 5K Communications! 

Cystic Fibrosis Atlanta-to-Athens Bike Race Communications! 

Colbert Fourth of July Road Race Communications! 

Colbert Fourth of July Parade Communications! 

Red Cross Communications at UGA football games, Fall 2000! 


Events from 
Years Past 


In February 2020 a group of Athens Radio Club members worked on the 
repeater on the roof of St. Mary’s hospital: 


2020 - Field Day at Athens YMCA (during COVID) 
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December 2018 - Holiday party at Locos 
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Field Day - 2018 - Nicholson, GA 


Jerry Mount - N4JJM 


2009 - 30 Years and Counting - UGA Football 

For 30 years, amateur radio operators have provided communications for 
Red Cross volunteers who man first aid stations around the stadium at 
University of Georgia’s home football games. A special event station, 
K4UGA, was set up at the stadium in celebration of this milestone. -- 
October 10-11, 2009. A160-meter loop was set up inside Sanford Stadium. 
Participants: 


e Alex Abraham - KF4YOR, 
e Lee Becham -KD4NTS, 

e Stan Edwards - WA4DYD 
e Erwin Greene - KG4WGZ 
e Bob Herrin - KE4JLL, 

e Steve Hulsey - KI4KPA) 

e George Kelley - WW4GA, 
e Mike Lamb - WB9TBY 

e Daniel Leach - KI4GWIN 

e Kay McMann - KG4WHA 
e Larry Phillips - K4PIC, 

e Bert New - KRI4SYC 

e James Reeves - KF4AQO, 
e Ed Rollor - N4ZRA 

e Bill Ronay - KM4LS 

e XYL Judy - KJ4GHXC 
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Meeting Locations 


The Club currently meets at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
706 Whitehead Rd, Athens, Georgia 30606. During COVID meetings were held on 
Zoom and the LDS Church. 


Prior to that the Club met at the Institute for Disaster Management (IDM) a 
nonprofit institution within the University of Georgia College of Public Health. 


Institute for Disaster Management 


For many years the Athens Radio Club met at a UGA extension office near 
Broad and Hawthorne. 


Compiled by Kathleen McCook, KN4IJM, Secretary with input from many 
members. Any errors are mine. Thank you for everyone's contribution to a 
compilation of our club's history and memories! 


